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COUNCIL OF
THE EUROPEAN UNION

Brussels, 22 March 2010
TRO03/10 (Presse 71)

Free movement of third country nationals with a long stay visa
within the Schengen area

The Council adopted a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending
the convention implementing the Schengen agreement and regulation (EC No 562/2006) as
regards movement of persons with long-stay visas (7392/1()). Long-stay visas, or so-called
"D" visas, are visas issued to third country nationals for periods of stay longer than three
months.

The new provisions concern mainly three aspects: free movement, maximum validity of
long-stay visas, and security aspects,

Concerning free movement, third country nationals with a long-stay visa are put on the
same footing as third country nationals holding valid residence permits: They will be able
to move freely for up to three months in any six-month period within the territories of the
other Schengen states. This 1s important for two reasons: First, for the general purpose of
free travel within the Schengen area and second, for the specific purpose of transit through
another Schengen state when returning from the country that issues the visa.
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