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Carl (Ben) is from Germany. He studied Econ in Cologne University. He came
to Asia for exchange programs. We had a dinner together when he just arrived TW.
We talked about our own educational system, the China-Taiwan relationship (He
even took some politics courses in the semester) and shared about our own career
plan. | really enjoy exchanging different thoughts with people. And the buddy
program provides a great opportunity to see how people might think under a
really different grown-up environment!
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Since we met once my buddy arrived, everything is still new to him, and thus,
hard to conclude what he likes the most about TW. However, he does compliment




about the maintenance of the public transport hygiene.
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| have a really good time with my buddy. We both share some similarity in our
personalities (we were both quite reserved and introverted), as well as interests
(We both like to go on cycling). Though we only met once, we' ve really talked
about the cultural differences between Taiwan and Europe during our dinner
together. For example, In the West, people are usually more individualistic, and the
pressure from social conformity is a lot less common there in Europe. Also, he
shared with me some differences between Europe living environment and Taiwan.
In Europe, social welfare really provides people with a decent life even though
they're in relatively law classes. But here in Taiwan, even with some subsidy, the

poor might not have the life as that in Europe.

| am really happy and grateful to have this opportunity to attend the buddy
program. Besides making new friends from other countries and improving my
English fluency, | really learned a lot about Taiwan culture from a foreign
perspective, which has made me reflect on my old beliefs and generate new
thoughts. | really appreciate the establish of the program, and I really hope that |
can take part in the Buddy Program AGAIN!

| forgot to take photo when we had dinner. Later, | tried to invite my buddy to go on a
cycling. Unfortunately, he just have a ride, so we didn’ t manage to meet before he
leaves TW.







