Nichamon Satitpanaporn
111933043

early
makers

International Exchange Programs
Admission_IMBA_2024 Spring

School Life in Lyon: A Unique and Enriching Experience

Studying at Emlyon Business School in Lyon for a semester has been an exciting and enriching
experience. The cultural differences and unique classroom environment have provided me with
valuable insights and broadened my perspective on education and student life.

From the moment | arrived in Lyon, | was struck by the city's vibrant atmosphere and rich cultural
heritage. Lyon, known as the gastronomic capital of France, offers a perfect blend of historic charm
and modern amenities. The city’s welcoming nature and diverse community made me feel at home
quickly, allowing me to immerse myself in the local culture and adapt to my new surroundings.

Emlyon Business School stands out for its focus on entrepreneurship, innovation, and global
perspectives. The school environment is markedly different from what | was accustomed to in
Asia. The classrooms are smaller, promoting a more intimate and engaging learning experience.
This setting fosters a strong sense of community among students and encourages active
participation and collaboration.

EmLyon Business School

One of the most notable differences was the class structure and interaction. In Lyon, the teaching
style is more interactive and student-centered. Professors encourage open discussions, critical
thinking, and real-world problem-solving. This approach contrasts with the more lecture-based,
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exam-focused education system | experienced in Asia. The emphasis on practical applications and
group projects at Emlyon helped me develop valuable skills in teamwork, communication, and
leadership.

Attendance at Emlyon is strictly monitored, and participation is highly encouraged. This was a
significant change for me, as the attendance policies at my home university were more lenient. The
strict attendance policy at Emlyon ensures that students are consistently engaged and committed
to their studies, fostering a disciplined and focused learning environment.

Most of the exchange students at Emlyon were from various European countries, adding to the
multicultural experience. Interacting with classmates from different backgrounds was one of the
highlights of my semester. | had the opportunity to learn about different cultures, educational
systems, and perspectives, which broadened my understanding of the world and enriched my
educational journey.
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Class experience in Lyon

The diverse student body also made social activities and group projects more interesting and
dynamic. We often exchanged ideas, shared our experiences, and learned from each other. This
multicultural environment helped me develop a more open-minded and inclusive approach to
problem-solving and collaboration.

Outside the classroom, the student life at Emlyon was vibrant and engaging. The school organizes
various events, workshops, and networking opportunities that allowed me to connect with
professionals and alumni. These activities provided valuable insights into different industries and
career paths, helping me shape my future aspirations.

Living in Lyon also offered numerous opportunities for cultural exploration and personal growth.
The city is home to many museums, theaters, and historical sites. During my free time, | enjoyed
exploring Lyon's picturesque streets, visiting local markets, and sampling the delicious cuisine.
The city's lively social scene and beautiful surroundings made my stay even more enjoyable.
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In conclusion, my semester at Emlyon Business School in Lyon was an unforgettable experience
that significantly impacted my personal and academic growth. The cultural differences, unique
classroom environment, and interactions with international students enriched my understanding of
education and global perspectives. This experience has not only broadened my horizons but also
equipped me with valuable skills and insights that will benefit me in my future endeavors. Studying
in Lyon was a truly transformative experience, and | am grateful for the opportunity to have been
part of such a dynamic and diverse academic community.
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