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10 Things Strange about Germany from the perspective of a Taiwanese Exchange Student

JESC4d4E ¢ https://yunaintheeurope.home.blog/2019/06/03/10-strange-things-about-germany-from-the-

perspective-of-a-taiwanese-exchange-student/

1. =wYPEEFIFEEE S EEEE Costly Eating out and Cooking for Fun
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Before living in the Europe I rarely took fast food into consideration as eating out; yet,
unfortunately, Mcdonald admittedly turns into one of my priorities, regarding the low price and
the convenience. In Taiwan, compared to fast food, the same price (€1) can afford more diverse
options, such as dumplings (K& / FlifX), omelets (ZEEH), or rice rolls (Eif#). What’s more,
a lunch box with staple (rice / noodles), three types of side dishes (vegetables, tofu, etc.) and
one kinds of meat (chicken / pork / beef / lamb / fish) is merely doubled or tripled in the costs
of fast food (€2-3). On the other hand, I personally have no preference of deep-fried things due
to some health factors, Apparently I have no incentives to walk into fast food restaurants under

these premises.
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But things in Germany are totally different: The price of one sandwich ranges from €2.5 to 4.5
while one meal normally costs €7-15. In this case, the advantages of fast food restaurants are
underlined, which urge consumers to slightly sacrifice their health to get cheap, easy and
convenient food as one meal. Simultaneously, driven by the costly price for eating out and the
monotonous options, I start to cook by myself and am on my way to become a “chemistry chelf

(IG: https://www.instagram.com/yuna_in_the europe/).” Such disaster lurks within good

fortune!



Omelets (FEEF) Dumplings (ZK&Z / AUER) Rice rolls (R H#)

(Source: the Internet)

2. {H4pE R ELZ & A Traditional German Meat-based Dishes and the Vegetarians
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One interesting thing is the high proportion of the vegans in my circle of friends in Germany;
meanwhile, I noticed the traditional German cuisines are quite meat-based. Unlike healthy but
boring Dutch homemade dishes, such as smashed potatoes, boiled vegetables and little meat,
Germans are obviously big fans of fried pork, sausages and backfisch. “Well, German people
also consume a lot of potatoes when it comes to local cuisines... but you’re right. Traditional
German dishes are not that friendly to we vegetarians.” One of my German friends explained
to me with pity, and went further with asking the situation in Taiwan. I answered with few-
second thinking, “Although we have diverse meat cuisines, Taiwan is one of the Top 3 countries

with the highest rates of vegetarianism.”

EENIFR B ERBATAGEE N BRE  SREEBERRIZR > BRI R
FURIIERIAL - M EEST 2 F R H Y R B R RREA TAE - B > PIAEER
Fost ARG © TEEEAEET | METRIMTZEEAL TRE TR, FiNEE |

Despite being omnivores, | am definitely not unfamiliar to the vegetarian food standards

because all of my aunties choose whether vegetarian or vegan diets due to environmental,



religious or health issues. Moreover, most temples in Taiwan provide visitors with free vegan
meals, and sometimes the tastes are truly nice. “Awesome!” My friends grinned and joked to

end up, “Probably we should go to Taiwan for free lunch!”

3. FRELHIZ{EARNEBELHRHY Sk Those Well-known but Unknown Tech Brands from

Taiwan
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Upon arriving in Germany, I soon noticed that the ASUS was one of the most popular options
for laptop users; however, during the conversations with some local students, I surprisingly
found their misunderstandings that this brand was from China or Japan. Feeling subtle, I tried
to explain, “It’s actually a Taiwanese brand, so are the Acer and the hTC.” Furthermore, not
only electronic device, Taiwan is even well-known for its high-tech chips (such as MediaTek
and TSMC), electric scooters (Gogoro), and the artificial intelligence (Appier), not to mention
the numerous Hidden Champions from Taiwan. Normally in 3 seconds, their jaw-dropping

expressions cannot be hidden anymore.

TR ERE TR 0 - R EE B R - S AR A S £ %
HRTHITAN - SR BB PR APt R B L - E ARG 5 %
SR | EE - e T R RS B SRR A - T
S—BE N TN - H— SRR E T TRt ST 26+ S5
AR -

Similarly, Germany has one thing that makes me eye-opening: the incredibly slow Internets
and the frequently weak connections. As a Vxdxfone user, I went to the store to argue the
terrible Internet for 5 times, because at begin there was entirely no signal at my place. In Taiwan,
the same thing is likely to happen in the mountainous areas, but obviously there is only an
artificial hill in Hamburg. One time my German friend and I walked into a supermarket, and

the signal shown on our handys turned into 2G+ immediately! What a weirdly bad connection!



4. BrioRE S ETENEIUL ? Reduction or Encouraging the Recycling?
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Embarrassingly, I felt confused to pay more than the pricing for almost 1 month until noticing
the German Pfand System. One day we discussed the environmental efforts the German
government had made in class and the prepaid fees for the containers were mentioned when it
comes to the measures to raise the recycling rate. Abruptly I connected the higher prices I got
at the stores and the common recycle collectors on the streets. No wonder a plenty of people
would like to search for the glass bottle on the trains or streets. It’s absolutely a good deal to
earn €0.07-0.25 for one bottle! But is it the same good idea to encourage the recycling with

such huge incentives?
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From the figures reported by the Eunomia in 2017, Germany won the 1st place while Taiwan
got the 2nd for the recycling rates all over the world. About a decade ago Taiwan abolished the
well-performed bonus system for the recycling. The reason not merely lay in the potential
inflated figures but the reflection on the spirit of the 3Rs. If the reduction is prior to the recycling,
does it seem tricky to provide incentives to encourage buying and then recycling? Or should
we focus on the subsidies of sustainable materials or the regulation of waste? In general, ex-

ante fees are definitely more efficient than ex-post ones.

5. bEapsi EHAREE(R BRI 25 Sunday is for the Churches!
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After travelling around Benelux, Italy and Spain, I finally find “nothing-open” Sunday merely
taking place in Germany. I still remembered my first day to the dormitory was Sunday, hence
only shops near the train station were open, and unfortunately, no supermarkets were available
in that little town about 40 minutes away from Hamburg center. Therefore, even if I wanted to
cook by myself, I failed to buy some ingredients. Basically the remaining three options I got
were respectively Asian (noodles box), Turkish (Doner) and American fast food (hamburger)
restaurants. “That’s probably the so-called European welfare to protect labors from working on

weekend,” I told to myself, and chose the cheapest Asian fried noodles as dinner.
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“It’s actually weird to find nothing open after 8 p.m. in Germany, ” one British backpacker I
met in Dortmund told me, “If you go to London, it would be totally different.” At that moment,
I surprisingly found myself suffered from cognitive bias and blurted out the question about the
“store-closing Sunday.” Out of expectation, I got a negative answer from the British visitor.
“That says Germany is a left-wing state compared to other European countries,” I tried to
persuade myself again, but few days later, one German friend of mine burst my bubble with
telling the truth behind the “no-shopping Sunday.” After hearing the entire story he replied with
the simple introduction of "Ladenschlussgesetz", “Ah, the reason is more religious: People in
the past had to go to the church to honor God. Of course not so many people do that anymore,

but it just passes on.” ...Okay, nice.



6. K EZEIREE B EE 3% EHYE ] A German style: Always Stay Calm for the Abrupt

Cancellations of Trains

WRENE M PAEEERERE - FRFO K EEEAUSANE R EREHA -
HAVES R 00 30 - 40 Sy 2/ NA - KE—(E#IH L - @ER A _LEA
HEMRSEE R BRI - 52K - B—P1F/REF IR H 250 ST

H AT ZE VB — s - e K R E IR AT T - R (2 A MTEE R Rpa s
T BEREAEE S AN o BIEEECSCEEAIR > BOERESRIIEEE AR -

If let me tell one astounding thing I’ve encounter in Hamburg, that is definitely the calm
reactions of the local people for the abrupt cancellation of trains. My dormitory is located in a
small town, which takes 30-40 minutes to transport to the downtown by the railway, and twice
per hour. Despite the inconvenience, I still enjoy the quiet and tranquil neighborhood. One day,
I woke up early and headed for the university for the class at 8 a.m. I browsing through the day
schedule on the platform, an announcement suddenly caught my attention, exactly at the timing
that the train was supposed to arrive. Constraint to my lousy German listening, I had no idea
about the announcement itself, but found that people started to move away or chose to stay, in
an extremely calm way. “What happened?” Confused by the weird silence, my alarm rang

loudly.
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“Well, this train was cancelled. The next one is about 20 minutes later, and it’s the best way to
go to the center.” One passenger who chose to wait patiently answered my confusion, and gave
me that suggestion, which implied no better substitutions, neither buses nor trams, in this case.
Hearing this, I doubted, “Faced with such a ‘surprise’, no one complains? How come?” The
lady replied with a tiring smile, “I don’t know why, but it’s pretty normal for this train, believe

it or not.” That sounds weird! In Taiwan, the railway delay could be common, but absolutely



not for the cancellation, not to mention one minute before the scheduled arrival time! Anyway,

from that day on, I keep cautious about every announcement before the train arrives.

7. ERHENEDY AR Charged Toilets
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In Taiwan, whether public transport system (including gas stations) or private dining restaurants
(even you don’t consume anything!) take providing free toilets as added value; thus, charged
toilets in the Europe are pretty fresh to me. Yet, what really drew my attention are the specially-
assigned persons to charge at the fast food restaurants, which seem to highlight the facilities as
“independent space” aparting from the shops. Again, limited to my German understanding, 1
never walk to the service persons to ask the calculation of their monthly salary, but it really
calls into questions if they can survive by the coins merely paid by the users. In my opinion,
the calculation of their salary is likely to sum up both minimum wages and extra tips, though

without seeking for any prove.
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Perhaps in the future, I can figure out a polite expression way to do the interview, with much

more fluent German speaking.

8. TEHEA 3835 DI K B FRAY (L8 Y or Z on the Keyboard, R or H in the Pronunciation,

and Pig or Bear or Pigbear among lovers
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Originally, this part was supposed to share Taiwan's musical garbage trucks with the song of
Fur Elise - Beethoven, but fortunately I collected more weird things found in Germany on the
last day of the closing date: They are Y or Z on the Keyboard, R or H in the Pronunciation, and
Pigbear among lovers. For the first instance, I had been not conscious of the diverse keyboards
until a German classmate got excited on seeing my laptop with Bopomofo (Taiwan's phonetic
symbol) and Cangjie inputs. In return, he displayed his keyboard to show the differences. Aside
from the adding letters of i & 6 B, I found myself lost on the German keyboard as typing Y or
Z, for they got opposite positions in contrast with English one! What’s worse, a similar
confusion occurred as my tongue tried to pronounce the “R-" words in German, but this time
the one getting chaotic was the local I talked to. Take the Rahlstedt for example. The
pronunciation sounds more like “Hashted” for me. Thus, readers can easily imagine that

German people fail to understand me with the English sound.

Taiwanese Keyboard

(Source: the Internet)
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Lastly, it is a typical, original, weirdly creative German word that brings me the greatest cultural
shock so far: der Schweinebédrchen. Der Schweinebarchen refers to the Pigbear, normally as
nicknames among lovers... Wait, why? It’s already not that acceptable to be addressed as “pig”
or “bear,” but why do German people want to combine them together to create a new term???
Even, the German girls [ know tend to get furious if called by their lovers, so does it imply that
this word is created to break relationships by an insulting tease way? Otherwise, the German

styled humor is as confusing as French numbers, in my personal opinion.

9. EDISHIHY B PE{E FE 5 Gap between Eastern and Western Germany
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Highly intrigued by the German history during the Cold War, I soon determined to visit Dresden
or Leipzig upon settling down, which confused most of my local friends. “Oh, why Eastern
Germany? I’ve actually never been there.” An overwhelming curiosity finally urged me to text
my German buddy after I received more than 3 replies like this. “To be honest, I am not a big
fan of Eastern Germany, either,” commented by my buddy, “but mostly because of their accent.”
Not persuaded by the answer, I started to collect the locals’ reasons for not visiting the east of
Germany. Aside from the “weird accent”, national financial burdens and conflicted lifestyles

are the other two major points based on the issue.
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“It’s totally okay for me to work in different places... except for the Eastern Germany.”
Abruptly, the conversation with two German girls doing the exchange to Taiwan occurred to
me, turning my curiosity into confusions. In my opinions, Germany is a state that not only leads
the imbalanced EU economy but also takes the international or historical responsibilities, such
as the history education after WW2 and the migration policies. Still, it vividly reminds me of
the neutral opinions given by local people toward the refugee issues as I firstly visited this
country two years ago. Moreover, the merge of the Eastern and Western Germany took place
in 1989, but the strong stereotypes last for almost 30 years and pass on to the young generation!
Similarly, the Eastern Germans I randomly interviewed in Leipzig expressed their lacking of
senses of belonging as working in Western regions due to the collapsing economics at the end
of the Cold War, which eventually drove them to back to their hometowns. Perhaps, every

country has its own problems.

10. B =ER Mm% Extreme Understanding of Taiwan
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5 Common Replies I Encountered as Introducing Taiwan to a German

1. 28 2 B 22 ? Taiwan Or Thailand? (5%)

2: &9 IR EIRY—E {71 ? Taiwan? Okay, is that a part of China? (20%)

3: =AM > [HA K TfiE Taiwan? Heard of it, but don’t know much. (35%)

4. FEHRHE 2B R (HE 5028 » BIREEE SRR (R P B E /S THE 7 Taiwan, in
my opinion, is a country, but can you explain more about the conflicts with China? (30%)

5. [RAEEE | AW SERIRPER—K | Taiwan! I’ve been there and it is definitely
different from China! (10%)

EEPIRENAREARE 2R E i - EREAGRER AN ZEHREE R
A5 > T B P B AR U A 1 6 5 S H B RN - NIE > B E R TR AT
ST o

Despite the normal distribution based on my limited random sampling, Germans’ impressions
on Taiwan seem ambiguous in general, and the complicated ties between Taiwan and China

deteriorates the situation. Hence, I try to give a simple introduction of Taiwan as follows.
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As a trading hub in East Asia, Taiwan is characterized for her group diversity, including the
Han people (the Hoklo and the Hakka), the indigenous people (17 tribes), and the immigrants
from Southeast Asian countries, which results in a wide variety of original delicacies and
cuisines. But astoundingly, due to some complex historical issues, there is no official language
in Taiwan despite the dominance of Mandarin speakers. Besides, thanks to the outstanding
location, the invasion history of Taiwan, from Dutch & Spanish to Japanese & KMT colonial
periods, seems to the first choice that can perfectly correspond to our diverse food options,
followed by the varied landscapes. Surrounded by ocean, Taiwan with 70% coverage with

densely forested mountains has the highest peak (Yushan 3952 m) in Northeastern Asia.
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Probably, as one of the highest densities of tall mountains in the world, the air in Taiwan is
fresh enough to breathe the freedom while the signal stays stable for the Google, Facebook and
Whatsapp. Lastly, with strong positive correlation with the temperature of subtropical climate,

local people in Taiwan are incredibly hospitable and always welcome travelers with open arms!



